Say It Together: Xeriscape

North Texas wasn't meant to have green lawns
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Maybe Lady Bird should talk some sense into us. according to the Texas Water Development
Board.
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Someone please talk some sense into us.
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But the Dallas area is not without rich expertise in the subject Staff graphic

of adapting our landscapes to the conditions.

Inspiration oozes from Texas A&M's Benny J. Simpson Native Plant Collection in North Dallas.
And from the Texas Native Plant Garden at the Heard Natural Science Museum and Wildlife
Sanctuary in McKinney. And from the Dallas Arboretum's Native Plant Collection and the Texas
Discovery Gardens at Fair Park.

All suggest ways to put away the hose and let the natives do their thing, from acacias to
zampantles, and all the azaleas, daisies, honeysuckles, laurels, mints, and yuccas in between.

No one would suggest there's a fast turnaround from today's bowling green to tomorrow's
xeriscape. It's a process of picking and choosing replacement plants with personality and staying
power.

And if anyone needs convincing as they go about mowing and trimming in the yard, let them think
about the fact that water use doubles in the summer. For a good look at the culprit, they should
look around outside.

It's a thirsty garden we've planted in North Texas, and it's impossible to think we can go on like.



